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Abstract  

This study is on access to quality education for children with 
disabilities in Nigeria It employed thesurvey research design. The 
population was all primary school teachersin Abuja Municipal Area 
Council (AMAC) in the Federal Capital Territory Abuja. An instrument 
titled Access to Quality Education for Children with Disabilities 
Questionnaire (AQECDQ) was developed by the researchers and used 
for the study.Two research questions guided the study. The findings of 
the study revealed that structural inaccessibility to school 
buildings and other facilities, insufficient provision of funds, 
administrative bottlenecks due to lack of interest by policy makers and 
other factors are the hindrances against the access to quality education 
by children with disabilities in Nigeria. It also found that positive 
attitudinal change of the society on persons with 
disabilities,implementing inclusive education practices in every school 
and early childhood care settings, provision of information and 
communication technological facilities for learning, positive attitudinal 
change of the society on persons with disabilities among other 
strategies are steps to enhance access to quality education for children 
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with disabilities in Nigeria. Based on the findings recommendations 
were made and conclusion was drawn 
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The importance of education in the life and development of every individual 

cannot be overemphasized. Education may help individuals to develop skills, improve 
their social status and gain access to networks that could lead to enhanced social 
outcomes, independently from the effect of education on income (OECD, 2007). With 
education the end of extreme poverty is certain, human potentials are 
unlocked,productivity in the informal sector is actualized so also is better health and 
resilience. Hence obtaining a quality education lays the foundation to 
actualizingpeople’s potentials,improving their lives and obtaining sustainable 
development. Access to and participation in education without discrimination needs to 
be addressed. Denied access to education defeats the perceived purpose of educating 
individuals, preparing them to participate in their socio-cultural environment and 
earning their independent living. Again lack of quality education makes people to be 
vulnerable and excluded from society due to inadequate knowledge and skills to 
enhance their human capital formation. 
Misbahu (2016) reported the Nigerian Minister of Education as saying that in spite of 
the steady growth of both government and donor-driven educational interventions, 
Nigeria, with 11.4 million out-of-school children out of 20 million worldwide, has the 
highest number of out-of-school children. TheGlobal Partnership for Education (GPE) 
(2018), confirmed this when it stated that Nigeria is the largest country in Africa in 
terms of population and has approximately 20% of the total out–of-school children 
population in the world. Adding to this challenge is the demographic pressure with 
about 11,000 newborns every day that overburdens the system capacity to deliver 
quality education. 

While children with disabilities are guaranteed equal rights to education under 
the 2006 United NationsConvention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD, Article 24), disability continuesto be one of the most significant, 
challenging, and yet neglected issues in meeting the MDG andEFA objectives 
especially in developing countries (UNESCO, 2015). Education systemsroutinely lack 
the specialized human and physical capital necessary to meet the specific needs 
ofchildren with disabilities, thereby denying them the same opportunities as their non-
disabled peers. 

In Nigeria, development and implementation of laws protecting children with 
disabilities and laying emphasis on inclusion in school settings and programmes has not 
been adhered to consistently. Most of the children with disabilities are still segregated 
in special schools or are withdrawn from school. UNICEF (2007) reported that there 
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are limited opportunities for children with disabilities outside of special schools and 
that many children with disabilities do not attend school. These children are 
marginalized within the educational system and also traditionally experience varying 
forms of discrimination from mainstream society Excluding some children from public 
education because of unalterable characteristics or  personal characteristics that could 
not be reversed, is not acceptable. This is in other words denying them equal 
opportunity for an education. Efua (2014) stated that children with disabilities have 
remained relatively invisible in most government’s efforts to achieve universal access 
to primary education. All these, made it hard and in some cases impossible for many 
children with disabilities to partake in experiencing the full benefits of education. 
Segregation of any category of individuals is humiliating and leads to negative 
consequences.  

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted at the United Nations in 
September 2015  called  for access to quality education for all children by 2030,  yet for 
millions of children most of whom are children with disabilities education is a dream 
unfulfilled. There will be no success in education until every last child, ability or 
disability notwithstanding, is in school and learning foundational skills.  Each and 
every child has the right of having access to quality education. UNESCO (2015) made 
a statement in this direction that we raise the flag for education as a universal human 
right -- no one must be denied access because of disability. This is a UNESCO priority, 
and we are acting across the world to break down barriers for people with disabilities, 
to empower them as agents of change. This means transforming schools and learning 
centres. It means adapting teaching practices to cater for all. Even thoughall efforts for 
increasing learning in schools are so demanding, they should not come at the cost of 
excluding children with disabilities. 

Internationally, a growing focus has been placed on inclusion as the key 
strategy for promoting the right to education, for children with disabilities. Thisis 
because inclusive education is the only system that takes cognizance of providing 
opportunities for the development of the expression of the will and choices of learners 
with disabilities.Inclusive education is pertinent for every individual with disabilities to 
access education as this will lead to an increase in his or her social and environmental 
awareness, heightened aspirations, self-assurance and assertiveness. Inclusive education 
is premised on the fact that if the right to education for all is to be upheld, all learners 
must have access to quality education that meets basic learning needs and enriches lives 
because education is not only about making schools available to those who are already 
able to access them but it is about being proactive in identifying barriers and obstacles 
learners encounter in attempting to access opportunities for quality education as well as 
removing those barriers that lead to exclusion (Adedokun, and Olaleye, 2014). 
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Statement of the Problem 
According to Sæbønes (2015), the international legal framework on human 

rights clearly highlights the rights of children with disabilities to education. This is 
affirmed in, inter alia, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD), the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Sæbønes further stressed that importantly,article 24 of theCRPD on the right to 
education, emphasizes the right to inclusive education and prohibits disability-based 
discrimination in education.  The above not withstanding, a large percentage of the 
out of schoolchildren inNigeriaare children with disabilities because school 
environments are not inclusive and accessible to them.The problem of this study is 
therefore, how to make quality education accessible for children with disabilities,not 
only about building ramps, but about making the school environment conducive, 
training the current teachers and putting in place other administrative, social and legal 
issuesto be able to meet thequality educational needs of children who have one kind of 
disability or the other in Nigeria. 
 
Research Questions 
The following research questions were raised to guide the study 
1. What are the problems hindering access to quality education for persons with 
disability in Nigeria? 
2. What steps should be taken to enhancing access to quality education for 
persons with disabilities in Nigeria? 
 
Method  

Survey design was adopted for the study. The population of the study 
comprised all the 544 primary schools in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
Abuja.The sample was 100 teachers purposively selected from 25 primary schools in 
FCT that have children with disabilities in admission. The researchers developed a self 
structured questionnaire titledAccess to Quality Education for Children with 
DisabilitiesQuestionnaire (AQECDQ). This instrument was duly validated by two 
expertsfrom the department of Educational Psychology and from Measurement and 
Evaluation, FCT College of Education Zuba the instrument has 39-item in relation to 
the research questions.The instrument has a 4 point response scale based on strongly 
agree (A), agree (A), disagree (D), and strongly disagree (SD). Theinstrument was pilot 
tested in two primary schools in Karulocal government area in Nasarawa state.The 
reliability of the instrument was 0.79 using Cronbach's alpha reliability estimate. The 
questionnaire wereadministered to the 100 respondents by the researchers and retrieved 
on the spot. Mean and standard deviation were used for analyzing the data. Mean rating 
of 2.50 and above were considered as positive responses while below 2.50 were 
considered as negative responses. 
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Results 
Research Question 1 
What are the problems hindering access to quality education for persons with 
disabilitiesin Nigeria. 
 
Table 1: Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Teachers on the Problems 
Hindering Access to Quality Education for Persons with Disabilities in Nigeria 
 

S/n  Items SA A D SD ��  SD DECISION 
1 Structural inaccessibility to school buildings and 

other facilities 
57 52 7 4 3.22 1.38 Agree 

2 Insufficient provision of funds 45 41 8 6 3.25 1.87 Agree 
3 Administrative bottleneck due to lack of interest 

by policy makers 
32 42 20 6 3.00 1.68 Agree 

4 Lack of data on children with different types of 
disabilities 

27 34 27 12 2.76 0.96 Agree 

5 Parents’ unawareness of educational services 
appropriate for their children with disabilities 

19 36 28 17 2.57 1.64 Agree 

6 Unavailability of ancillary staff of the most 
necessary disciplines 

13 36 41 20 2.38 0.99 Disagree 

7 Limited curriculum adaptation   37 48 11 4 3.18 1.91 Agree 
8 Scarcity of special education teachers 28 41 22 9 2.88 0.83 Agree 
9 Economic challenges of parents/community 30 37 21 12 2.85 0.92 Agree 
10 Lack of parental participation in the education 

planning of the children with disabilities  
8 31 33 28 2.19 1.38 Agree 

11 Poor provision of support services  18 39 32 11 2.64 1.82 Agree 

12 Lack of equipment, technological aids and other 
devices  

24 47 19 10 2.85 1.64 Agree 

13 Regular class teachers are negative and resistant in 
working with children with disabilities 

15 38 34 13 2.55 0.95 Agree 

14 Transport barriers (functional and financial) to and 
from school 

9 29 45 17 2.30 1.94 Disagree 

15 Inadequate  transitional programs and procedures  11 30 41 18 2.34 0.65 Disagree 

16 Discrimination, social isolation, teasing, bullying, 
or harassment by students without disabilities 

34 51 11 4 3.15 1.64 Agree 

17 Complaints by parents of children without 
disabilities  

16 31 33 20 2.43 0.94 Disagree 

18 Institutionalizing children with disabilities in 
special schools 

27 42 25 6 2.90 0.32 Agree 

19 Lack of knowledge of disability issues and 
inclusion practices by authorities. 

14 45 29 12 2.61 1.33 Agree 

 N = 100                              Grand Mean 2.74  
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Table 1 shows mean and standard deviation of the problems hindering access to 
quality education for persons with disabilities in Nigeria. Nineteen (19) items were 
provided for the analysis on the problems hindering access to quality education for 
persons with disability in Nigeria. The data on the table reveals that fifteen out of the 
nineteen items met the 2.50decision mean of problems hindering access to quality 
education for persons with disability in Nigeria. These items include 
1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,16,18, and 19. The rest of the items which include 6,14,15, 
and 17 did not meet the agreed mean of the problems. They are therefore not 
considered asproblems hindering access to quality education for persons with disability 
in Nigeria. The table further shows a Grand Mean of 2.74 which is greater than the 
decision mean of 2.50. Since, the Grand mean is greater than the decision mean of 2.50, 
therefore, the respondents agreed with the researchers on the problems hindering access 
to quality education for persons with disability in Nigeria as provided in the 
questionnaire.  
 
Research Question 2 
What strategies enhance access to quality education for persons with disabilities in 
Nigeria? 
 
Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation Analysis of the Strategies that Enhance 
Access to Quality Education for Persons with Disabilities in Nigeria 

S/n  Items S
A 

A D S
D 

��  SD DECISIO
N 

1 Implementing inclusive education practices in 
every school and early childhood care settings. 

28 43 20 9 2.90 1.14 Agree 

2 Public enlightenment on the aim of inclusive 
education 

31 41 17 11 2.92 1.12 Agree 

3 Positive attitudinal change of the society on 
persons with disabilities 

27 50 15 8 2.96 1.15 Agree 

4 Provision of information and communication 
technological facilities for learning 

16 37 31 16 2.53 0.92 Agree 

5 Adequate cooperation among teachers and 
learners with disabilities 

13 34 43 10 2.50 1.02 Agree 

6 Community involvement in inclusive education 25 39 28 8 2.81 0.87 Agree 
7 Partnering with NGOs and other national and 

international agencies for support 
28 41 20 11 2.86 0.74 Agree 

8 Cutting off bureaucratic bottlenecks on issues 
and decision affecting persons with disabilities 

19 36 39 6 2.68 1.13 Agree 

9 Legislative provisions for the education and 
removal of stigma for social inclusion for 
persons with disabilities 

31 48 18 3 3.07 0.91 Agree 

10 School heads should make deliberate and 
planned effort to carry out activities that 
improve teaching and learning. 

17 35 37 11 2.58 0.72 Agree 
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11 Good skilled teachers should guide or mentor 
other teachers to improve teaching skills and 
learning for children with disabilities 

12 29 39 20 2.33 1.14 Disagree  

12 Irregular school attendances by children with 
disabilities should be followed-up by the 
teachers and school authorities 

28 45 22 5 2.96 1.12 Agree 

13 The school should encourage all children with 
disabilities to be involved in school activities 
such as games  

29 47 21 13 2.56 1.15 Agree 

14 Regular school teachers need to be trained and 
retrained for competencies  in inclusion 

29 47 21 13 2.84 0.92 Agree 

15 Provision of stationeries and other material 
resources for learning 

18 39 36 7 2.68 1.02 Agree 

16 Eliminating structural barriers to achieve 
effective participation and equality for all 

30 44 19 7 2.97 0.87 Agree 

17 Providing reasonable accommodations for 
persons with disabilities in schools  

17 36 34 13 2.57 0.74 Agree 

18 Availing free and compulsory basic education 
to all persons with disabilities 

21 50 20 9 2.83 1.13 Agree 

19 Removal of all legal, administrative and other 
forms of discrimination impeding the right of 
access to quality education 

27 43 23 7 2.90 0.91 Agree 

20 Formulating action plans and instructions for 
preventing segregation  

18 41 26 15 2.62 0.72 Agree 

 N = 100                               Grand Mean 2.75  

 
Table 2 shows mean and standard deviation analysis of the strategies that 

enhance access to quality education for persons with disabilities in Nigeria. Twenty 
(20) items were provided for the analysis on the strategies that enhance access to 
quality educationfor persons with disability in Nigeria. The data on the above table 
indicates that nineteen out of the twenty items met the 2.50 decision mean of the 
strategies that enhance access to quality education for persons with disabilities in 
Nigeria. These items include 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19 and 20. Only 
one items which is item 11 did not meet the 2.50 decision mean of the strategies and 
therefor it is not considered as a strategies to enhance access to quality education for 
persons with disabilities in Nigeria.The table further shows a Grand Mean of 2.75 
which is greater than the decision mean of 2.50. Since, the Grand mean is greater than 
the decision mean of 2.50, therefore, the respondents agreed with the researchers on the 
strategies that enhance access to quality education for persons with disabilities in 
Nigeria as provided in the questionnaire.  
 
Discussion  

Results of this study show that the problems hindering access to quality 
education for persons with disability in Nigeria as perceived by primary school teachers 
includestructural inaccessibility to school buildings and other facilities, limited 
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curriculum adaptation  insufficient provision of funds, administrative bottleneck due to 
lack of interest by policy makers, Lack of equipment, technological aids and other 
devices, scarcity of special education teachers, ancillary staff of the most necessary 
disciplines and the rest of the items on table one. This goes in consonance withthe 
report of Ayansina, (2016) that the Joint National Association of Persons with 
Disability (JONAPWD) has revealed that children with disabilities remain out of 
school because virtually all primary and secondary schools in Nigeria are designed, 
built and managed in ways that are totally not inclusive of and not accessible to them. 

It was also found that implementing inclusive education practices in every 
school and early childhood care settings, public enlightenment on the aim of inclusive 
education, positive attitudinal change of the society on persons with disabilities, 
legislative provisions for the education and removal of stigma for social inclusion for 
persons with disabilities, training and retraining of teachers for competencies  and  
more other items on table 2 are measures of enhancing access to quality education for 
persons with disabilities in Nigeria.This is supported by Adebisi, Jerry, Rasakiand Igwe 
(2014) who among other things listed cutting bureaucracy on issues and decision 
affecting persons with special needs, establishing legislative provisions to cater for the 
health, education, social welfare, removal of stigma negative attitudes and other 
benefits that will enable social inclusion for this category of individuals. 
 
Conclusion  

Quality education is very important in every humanexistence and development 
of thesociety. It increases the life standard of individuals.Whoever acquires quality 
education, receives thepivot for further development both for himself and hissociety. 
There is a limitation to access to quality education for children with disabilities due to a 
lack of awareness about their needs, and a lack of capable and professional teachers, 
classroom support services, learning resources and facilities.Denying such children 
their right to education has a lifelong impact on their learning, social interaction 
achievements and employment opportunities, and thus hindering their potential 
economic, social and human developmentand contribution to the society.For children 
with disabilities to enjoy their basic human rights without discrimination, disability 
inclusion should be mainstreamed in all policies and plans in the country. This more 
especially applies to education systems, in which promotion of inclusion is needed to 
ensure that the presence, involvement and achievement of all children, including those 
with disabilities are captured. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the findings of this study the following recommendations are made. If 
persons with disabilities in Nigeria will have access to quality education the 
government has to:  
1. Implement inclusive education systemat all levels of schooling.  
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2. Support awareness-raising activities on the need for educating persons with 
disabilities together with those without disabilities. 
3. Develop teachers’ skills and strategies for meeting the needs of children with 
special needs by train and retraining them. 
4. Increase and disbursement funds appropriately to schools to support 
interventions and effective management of resources. 
5. Special educators are should work in close concert with regular teachers to 
modify practices and curricula and to suit the learning needs of children with 
disabilities.  
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